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A. Introduction

In September 2015, the United Nations General Assembly set
unanimously the global Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) for
2016-2030. Seventeen major goals have been adopted; 169
associated targets and 230 indicators have been formulated to
guide and monitor progress. The fourth of the SDGs is on education
that includes 10 targets. The targets included in the education SDG
are larger in number and more multidimensional compared to
those in the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) for
2000-2015. An ambitious goal is envisioned for SDG4 by 2030. The
SDG4 agenda announced in the World Education Forum 2015 at
Incheon, Korea as the Education 2030 agenda for the next 15 years
have been incorporated into SDG 2030. SDG4 reads:

Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.

The 10 SDG4 targets cover pre-primary to tertiary education,
technical and vocational education, skills development of youth
and adults, literacy and numeracy of the population, inclusiveness
and equity in education, quality in education and of teachers, as
well as, provisions, scope and character of education services that
address the targets. Knowledge, skills, attitude and behaviour that
contribute to sustainable development are given prominence. In
contrast to EFA 2015 and MDGs, attention is given to a broader
range of education agenda including tertiary education and the
opportunities for lifelong learning for all in the learning society.
Overall, acquiring knowledge and skills needed to promote
sustainable development by all sections of population is the main
thrust of SDGA4.

This 15th report of Education Watch deals with three of the above
SDG4 issues: literacy, skills development, and lifelong learning
opportunities. The first two issues are not new to Education Watch
— both were covered in previous Education Watch studies (in 2002
and 2011-12). The theme of lifelong learning is addressed
specifically for the first time in the current Education Watch study.
How these issues relate to SDG4 can be seen in Box. The year 2016
being the first in the 15-year time horizon for Education 2030, this
study can form the baseline for measuring future progress.

Overview = 3



Education Watch 2016 Study focus related to SDG4

To ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote
lifelong learning opportunities for all, relevant key targets are:

4.3. By 2030, ensure equal access for all women and men to
affordable and quality technical, vocational and tertiary
education, including university.

4.4. By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults
who have relevant skills, including technical and vocational
skills, for employment, decent jobs and entrepreneurship.

4.6. By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of
adults, both men and women, achieve literacy and numeracy.

4.7. By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and
skills needed to promote sustainable development, including,
among others, through education for sustainable
development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender
equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence,
global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity and of
culture’s contribution to sustainable development.

Source: www.undp.org

All of the relevant targets are not attempted to be covered
exhaustively in this study. Its focus is on literacy, work-related skills,
and lifelong learning opportunities through access to knowledge
and information beyond the national education system.

B. Study Objectives

With the three major themes in mind the following are the
objectives of Education Watch 2016:

1. To estimate the proportions of the population that are at
various levels of literacy attainment and the variations in
terms of gender, geographic locations, and
socio-economic status.

2. To examine the participation of people in skills
development apart from general education, use of those
skills in everyday life, and the relationship between
educational qualifications of people and their skills
acquisition.
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3. To investigate the existing learning opportunities of the
population outside the national education system, and
how these contribute to creating lifelong learning
opportunities for people.

4. To explore the relationships among literacy levels,
educational qualifications, acquired skills and life-long
learning needs and opportunities and determine their
plausible socioeconomic correlates.

C. Research Design

A nationally representative sample survey with provision for
administrative division, residence (urban/rural), and gender-based
estimates was the approach adopted for conducting this study.
Four separate instruments were used for collecting necessary
information. These are:

e Ahousehold survey questionnaire
e  Askills survey questionnaire

e A survey of ICT devices seen as the means of lifelong
learning

e  Aliteracy assessment test

All persons aged 11 years and above formed the study population.
The whole country was divided into nine mutually exclusive strata.
Seven of those were the rural areas of seven administrative
divisions. Two represented the urban areas. Thus, the strata were:
Rural Barisal Division, Rural Chittagong Division, Rural Dhaka
Division, Rural Khulna Division, Rural Rajshahi Division, Rural
Rangpur Division, Rural Sylhet Division, City Corporations, and the
municipalities (paurasavas). A multistage sampling strategy was
adopted for each stratum. Note that Bangladesh had 487 upazilas
in seven rural divisions, 79 thanas under 11 City Corporations, and
300 municipalities at the time of fieldwork of this study.

A total of 3,510 households from 270 neighbourhoods (village in
rural areas and mahallah in urban areas) were covered through the
household survey. A total of 15,265 individuals of all ages lived in
these households. Of these individuals, 11,668 were aged 11 years
and above — the targeted respondents of this study. Of them,
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11,280 could be brought under the survey (the weighted response
rate being 96.5%). Of the respondents 53.6% were female.

Literacy was measured through an assessment test developed
originally for Education Watch 2002 study. It was a one-to-one test
combining both oral and written items. The test instrument
covered four domains, viz., reading, writing, numeracy, and
application of the 3R’s. The total number of items (questions) was
24, equally distributed by domains. The maximum possible score
was 100; 25 for each domain. Instead of dividing the population as
literate or not-literate, they were placed in one of the following
four levels of literacy, based on their test score. In other words, this
was a move away from dichotomy to multi-level scaling in literacy
assessment. The levels were:

e Non-literate (scoring less than 25% of the maximum)
e Semi-literate (scoring between 25%-49%)

e [jterate at initial level (scoring between 50%-74%)

e [jterate at advanced level (scoring 75% and above)

The other required information for the study was collected
through interviewing household heads and the respective
respondents. The literacy test and interviews were carried out at
homes of the respondents, except for a small number who had to
be interviewed at their workplaces. One hundred trained research
assistants (half of them female) collected the data from 12 May to
18 July 2016.

D. Literacy Status of the Population

e Of the total respondents of age 11 years and above, 26% were
found to be literate at advanced level, 25.3% at initial level, 9.8%
semi-literate, and 39% non-literate. Based on the premise that the
first two groups satisfy the basic minimum standards for literacy, it
shows that 51.3% of the respondents were literate. It was 54% for
males and 49% for females (p<0.001); 49.4% among rural
respondents and 59.3% among urban respondents (p<0.001).
Gender difference was equally high in both the areas. The overall
literacy rate for the 15+ population, the usual international
benchmark for adult literacy rate, the 2016 figure is 47.2%.
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Literacy rate by residence and gender
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Source: Education Watch National Literacy Test 2016

e The literacy rate significantly varied by stratum as well as by
neighbourhoods. Stratum-wise, the rate was highest in the city
corporations and lowest in rural Chittagong division with a
difference of 17.9 percentage points. Gender difference
disfavouring females was observed in rural Chittagong, Sylhet
and Rangpur divisions and the municipalities.
Neighbourhood-wise, the rate varied from 9.8% to 93.8% with
a large gap of 84 percentage points. Out of 270
neighbourhoods, 8.1% had a literacy rate below 30%, 10% had
30-<40%, 23.4% had 40-<50%, 30.4% had 50-<60%, 15.9% had
60-<70%, 8.5% had 70-<80%, and 3.7% had 80% or more.

Literacy rate by stratum

63.3
529 539 >3 56.5
50 48.3 45.4 48 47.3
40
30
20
10
0

Rural Dhaka ~ Rural Rural  Rural Khulna Rural Barisal Rural Sylhet ~ Rural ity Municipalities
Chittagong ~ Rajshahi Rangpur  corporation

Source: Education Watch National Literacy Test 2016
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e Among the four domains of literacy, the best outcome was

recorded in reading skills (59.1%), followed by writing skills
(46%), numeracy skills (44%) and application of the 3R’s
(37.2%). Urban respondents significantly surpassed their rural
counterparts in each of the domains, but males did better than
females in two, viz., numeracy and application of the 3R’s. No
gender difference was found in the other two domains.

Educational qualifications represented by years of schooling
completed by respondents was the most important predictor of
their literacy achievement followed by literacy status of
household heads. This signifies the importance of school
education in literacy attainment. However, a poor performance
was observed among those having 3-5 years of schooling. At
least 6-7 years of schooling was required to have at least an
initial level of literacy skills for 80% of the respondents and 10
or more years of schooling was needed for advanced level of
literacy skills for three-quarters of respondents.

Literacy rate by school grade completed
98.4 99.7
100 gag 87.7 91.8
80
60
40 32. 4
10.6
20 o, 28
0
Nil VI VI X X+

Source: Education Watch National Literacy Test 2016

Literacy rate significantly increased with increase of parental
education, food security status of household and household
wealth. Two-fifths of the household heads were literate.
Three-quarters of the youth (15-24 years) and 47.2% of adults
(15 years and above) were literate. It was only 20.7% among
the elders (60+ years). A fifth of the households had not a single
literate person, three-fifths had at least one but not all, and
another fifth had all members literate. Therefore, 80.5% of the
households had at least one literate member.
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Literacy rate by household wealth quintiles
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Source: Education Watch National Literacy Test 2016

Literacy rate for the 11+ population increased from 41.4% in
2002 to 51.3% in 2016 — on average, 0.7% per years. It was
due to decrease in percentage of non-literate population and
increase in literate population with initial and advanced
levels. In 2002, 49.3% of the respondents were non-literate,
9.3% semi-literate, 21% literate at initial level, and 20.4%
literate at advanced level. These rates became 38.9, 9.8, 25.3
and 26%, respectively in 2016. Although an equal growth rate
was observed in reading, writing and numeracy skills, but it
was much slower in application of the 3R’s. For the 15+
population, the figure for 2002 was 38.8% which increased
to 47.3% in 2016.

Increase in literacy rate was observed among males and
females and among the rural respondents; however, it
decreased among urban respondents. Stratum-wise, increase
in literacy rate was evident in each of the rural strata and
decrease in both the urban strata. Sub-group-wise analysis also
showed improvement in most cases. Proportion of literate
households increased from 61.9% in 2002 to 80.5% in 2016.
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Change in literacy rate over 14 years, 2002-16
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Source: Education Watch National Literacy Test 2002, 2016

e Population in each level of literacy increased due to increase in
overall population in the country. In 2002, there were 45.8
million non-literate, 8.6 million semi-literate, 19.5 million
literate at initial level and 18.9 million literate at advanced level
population in the country. By 2016, these figures increased to
50.9, 12.8, 33 and 33.9 million, respectively. During 14 years,
28.5 million literates added in the population — over two million
per year.

Population age 11 and above of Bangladesh at various levels of
literacy by year (in million)

Literacy levels Year Increase
2002 2016

Non-literate 45.8 50.9 5.1

Semi-literate 8.6 12.8 4.2

Literate- initial 19.5 33.0 135

Literate-advanced 18.9 33.9 15.0

Total 92.8 130.6 37.8

Source: Education Watch National Literacy Test 2002, 2016

e Literacy rate significantly decreased with increase of age of
respondents. The ‘EFA generation’ (aged 11-29 years who
benefited most from the EFA movement) had the highest
literacy rate (72.7%) compared to any other age-cohort. This
increased from 53.9% in 2002. The rate of increase was almost
double in this age-group than that in overall population. Major
improvement occurred among rural females.
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How long will Bangladesh need to achieve universal literacy, if
the present trend persists? With the current rate of progress,
Bangladesh would require 43.6 years to have all its citizens (11
years and above) literate and 14.9 years to get all aged 11-29
years to be literate. In other words, at the present rate of
progress, Bangladesh will have universal literacy at initial level
by 2060, and for the 11-29 years old by 2031. But to reach
advanced literacy level Bangladesh would have to wait until
2052 for the 11-29 years old population and until 2094, for all
its citizens!

E. Technical and Vocational Skills

The present survey looked at the status of participation of
young people and adults in work-related skills development in
three broad categories — formal TVET of longer duration of one
to four years, shorter training of less than a year in a formal
mode, and skills acquisition through informal and non-formal
means. In respect of the total numbers of participants and the
variety of skills and trades, the last category clearly is dominant.
Yet, the quality, relevance, effectiveness and efficiency of the
last category as well as the other two remain questionable, as
the analysis shows.

Of the respondents having at least nine years of school
education, 6.5% received Technical and Vocational Education
(TVET) which includes Secondary (Vocational), Higher
Secondary (Vocational), Higher Secondary (Business
Management), and diploma in Engineering, Agriculture,
Commerce, Textiles, Fisheries, Health Technology, Nursing, Jute
technology, and Forestry etc. About 9% of males and 4.2% of
females had TVET (p<0.01), but the proportion was mostly
equal for urban and rural respondents.
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Percentage of eligible respondents who joined TVET by
gender and residence
10 8.9
| I l .
0
Male Female Rural Urban

Source Education Watch skills survey 2016

e Those who did not go through TVET, nearly a third of them
reported that TVET did not come to their mind while taking a
decision about further education beyond grade VIII. Over a
quarter of the respondents (26.2%) had no idea about such
education provision, 15.7% had no scope to go for such a study
because it was not offered in their secondary schools, and
13.8% reported not getting any advice or encouragement from
their family members to go for TVET.

e About 9% of the respondents aged 11 years and above had skills
training of short duration (less than one year). Eleven percent
of males and 7.4% of females (p<0.001), and 8.3% of rural and
12.3% of urban respondents (p<0.001) had this training. Males
were ahead of females in both the areas. Major courses
included tailoring, computer operating, agriculture and food
processing.

Percentage of respondents who received short skills
training by gender and residence

Male Female Rural Urban

Source Education Watch skills survey 2016
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e Of the 11 years and above respondents, 42% received skills
training through informal/non-formal ways. Major training
areas include agriculture and food, rural handicrafts, and
tailoring. It was 48.4% among males and 36.6% among females
(p<0.001), and 41.5% in rural and 44.5% in urban areas
(p<0.001). Gender difference persisted in both the areas.

Percentage of respondents who received
informal/non-formal skills training by gender and
residence
60
40
0
Male Female Rural Urban

Source Education Watch skills survey 2016

e More than 52% of these respondents received skills training
with an expectation of additional income. However, another
20% did not cite any specific reason for this. About 22% of the
training recipients reported to have ‘fully’ used their skills in
occupation, 35.8% used ‘partially’ and 42.3% had ‘no use’. Use
of skills in occupation increased with increase of educational
qualifications of the respondents. A third of those who were
unable to use their skills were employed in jobs that could not
use the skills, 23.2% did not try enough to find the right job, and
15% cited health problems for not applying in their jobs the
skills learned through training.

e A half of those who did not receive any skills training expressed
the need for such training. No gender or urban-rural difference
was observed among them. Tailoring, computer operating,
cow/goat rearing, driving vehicles and electronics and electrical
skills were put on the list of demand for training. Those who
expressed these demands were more likely to be young,
female, non-Muslims with some years of schooling and from
less wealthy households.
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In order to consider policy options and priorities regarding skills
development, the snapshots presented of the status and the
indication of challenges are useful. However, these need to be
placed within the context of related general education and
learning conditions which are precursors and complement to
work-related skills development, as well as the broader
employment market and the economic environment at home
and abroad.

F. Lifelong Learning: Opportunities, Practice and Challenges

Access to various types of information and communications
technology (ICT) devices and reading materials and media are
analysed considering these as important means and sources for
lifelong learning. The findings reveal that of four information
technology devices — cell phone, television, radio and computer
— cell phone was the most popular in terms of access, closely
followed by television. Access to radio and computers was far
behind the other two.

Of the respondents aged 11 years and above, 78.5% had access
to cell phones, 62.1% had access to television, 6.5% had access
to radio, and 4.1% had access to computers. Males were ahead
of females in access to each with statistically significant margin
(p<0.001). Urban respondents surpassed their rural
respondents in each (p<0.001). Gender difference persisted in
both the areas.

Percentage of respondents having access to various ICTs by
residence and gender

Gender and Various ICTs

residence Cell phone | Computer Radio Television
All 78.5 4.1 6.5 62.1
Gender

Male 83.4 6.8 9.2 70.4
Female 74.2 1.7 4.1 55.0
Significance p<0.001 p<0.001 p<0.001 p<0.001
Residence

Rural 77.1 2.9 6.0 57.5
Urban 84.4 9.3 8.3 82.2
Significance p<0.001 p<0.001 p<0.001 p<0.001

Source: Education Watch Access to ICT and Reading Materials Survey 2016
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Major use of cell phones includes chatting (100%), listening to
music or watching movies (55.4%), listening to Waaz (Islamic
preaching) (33.8%), doing photography or videography (32.1%),
and games (30.6%). On the other hand, major use of computers
include listening to music and watching movies (68.3%),
job-related writing/keeping records (51.6%), Internet browsing
(46.2%), games (29.7%), and school-related study (18.6%).

On average 9.6% of the respondents had access to the Internet;
15.1% among males and 4.8% among females (p<0.001), and
17.1% among urban and 7.8% among rural respondents
(p<0.001). Males were ahead of females in both the areas. Use
of social media through the Internet came out as its top use
which was followed by its use for entertainment, getting
general and sports news, educational purposes, job searching,
email, and getting share market information.

Percentage of respondents with access to the Internet
by gender and residence
20 17.1
15.1
15
10
0
Male Female Rural Urban

Source: Education Watch Access to ICT and Reading Materials Survey 2016

Of the respondents, 14.3% had access to newspapers, 16.4%
had access to literary books and 13.9% had access to religious
books. Males were ahead of females in access to newspapers
and literary books, but an opposite scenario was observed in
access to religious books, i.e., larger proportions of females
used religious books compared to males. Urban respondents
were ahead of their rural counterparts in each.
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Percentage of respondents with access to reading materials by
residence and gender

Gender and Reading materials

residence Newspapers | Literary books | Religious books
All 14.3 16.4 13.9
Gender

Male 22.8 17.5 12.7
Female 7.1 15.3 15.0
Significance p<0.001 p<0.01 p<0.001
Residence

Rural 12.2 15.5 13.6
Urban 23.4 20.0 15.3
Significance p<0.001 p<0.001 p<0.001

Source: Education Watch Access to ICT and Reading Materials Survey 2016

e Stratum-wise statistically significant variation was observed in
access to each of the ICT devices and reading materials. City
corporation dwellers had most access to ICTs and reading
materials, but there were some poor performing areas too.
Access to computers in Chittagong division, television in Barisal
division, and computer, the Internet, television and newspapers
in Rangpur division are some of the examples of low access.

e Access to the ICT devices and reading materials significantly
decreased with increase of age of the respondents. The EFA
generation (11-29 years old) had the highest access to each of
the ICTs including the Internet as well as to each type of
reading materials.
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Percentages of the EFA generation (11-29 years) with
access to ICTs and reading materials

Religious books [ 16.3
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Cell phone NN 021

0 20 40 60 80 100

Source: Education Watch Access to ICT and Reading Materials Survey 2016

e Along with age, gender, area of residence, geographical stratum
and cluster, variation in access to ICT devices and reading
materials was observed in terms of educational qualifications of
respondents, parental education, household heads gender and
literacy level, ethnicity, and household wealth.

Percentage of respondents with access to ICTs by wealth
ranking of households

Wealth Various ICTs

ranking Cell |[Computer| Internet Radio |Television
phone browsing

Poorest (20%) 69.8 1.4 3.0 4.4 47.7

Poor (20%) 76.3 1.8 6.4 5.1 54.0

Middle (20%) 80.0 3.0 9.1 7.0 63.0

Rich (20%) 82.6 5.1 12.5 7.6 70.5

Richest (20%) 84.4 10.6 18.8 8.5 77.0

Significance | p<0.001 | p<0.001 | p<0.001 | p<0.001 | p<0.001

Source: Education Watch Access to ICT and Reading Materials Survey 2016
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Percentage of respondents with access to reading materials by
wealth ranking of households

Wealth ranking Reading materials
Newspapers | Literary books | Religious books

Poorest (20%) 7.0 10.6 8.1

Poor (20%) 9.4 12.3 10.6

Middle (20%) 13.6 15.8 14.0

Rich (20%) 17.6 19.5 16.6
Richest (20%) 26.7 25.0 21.7
Significance p<0.001 p<0.001 p<0.001

Source: Education Watch Access to ICT and Reading Materials Survey 2016

Nearly 62% of the respondents felt the need for new
information for doing better in their professional life and 96%
felt such need for living a better life at both personal and social
levels. Males were ahead of females in both. Urban respondents
surpassed their rural counterparts in expressing the need.
Stratum-wise significant variation also persisted in both.

Information needed for occupational development includes
educational information, agriculture and food processing,
various technologies, and health related topics. At the same
time, information for personal/social wellbeing includes health
related topics, educational topics, various technologies, law
and human rights, and cooking. The other issues included
trading, handicrafts, tailoring, and religious affairs. Gender and
residence-wise variation were evident in some of those.

Relatives and neighbours were the principal sources for both
types of information (occupational and personal/social). Over
79% of the respondents used these sources for information
related to personal/social wellbeing and 63% relied on these
sources for occupational development. The other important
sources of information related to occupational development
were colleagues, supervisors or Ustads (mentors) in
shops/workplaces, and school/college teachers, television, and
doctors, hospitals or health workers.
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G. Key Messages

Following are the key messages emanating from the findings of the
Education Watch 2016 study.

1.

Progress in literacy has been made, but at a slow pace.
Good news is that Bangladesh has made progress in various
levels of literacy. However, the rate of progress is rather
slow — only 0.7% per year. The progress rate was relatively
better in reading and writing skills but very poor in
numeracy and application of the 3R’s. Slower progress in
latter two components slowed down the overall progress in
literacy. At the current rate of progress, Bangladesh would
take 44 more years to have an initial level of literacy skills
for all its citizens and 78 years to attain the advanced level.

The EFA movement positively impacted on literacy
attainment. The highest progress in literacy was seen
among those who have been at school age through the EFA
period during the past 25 years (1990-2015). This implies a
positive impact of the surge of educational efforts
prompted by the EFA movement. This cohort of population
would need 15 more years to have all of them literate at
initial level and 36 years at advanced level — by 2031 and
2052, respectively.

School education is the principal source for literacy
attainment but the quality deficits in schooling also has
been a drag on progress in literacy. Strong relationship of
literacy status and years of schooling completed indicates
contribution of school education. From 2002 to 2016,
literacy skills improved somewhat at different grade levels,
but it still remains unsatisfactory for primary grades
completers. More than a third of the fifth grade completers
were found to be non-literate in 2002. The situation has
not improved much since then. With current standards, at
least 6-7 years of schooling is required to have an initial
level of literacy skills for 80% of the population and 10
years of schooling to have advanced level of literacy skills
for three-fourths of the Population.
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4. Formal vocational education is not popular and there are
misconceptions about it. Skills development for informal
economy demands greater attention. Participation in TVET
and short training courses is in general very low. However,
relatively higher participation rate among the youth
indicates an increasing trend. People do not have adequate
information or have misconceptions about such education.
A good proportion of the population has undergone
informal/non-formal training on various skills, but a
smaller proportion of whom found it useful in their
occupations. A coordinated literacy and skills development
approach, especially for the low skills informal economy
jobs for those not eligible for formal TVET, remains a
seriously neglected area.

5. The state of access to and use of various ICTs and reading
materials signals a state of hope. Demand for
developmental information persists. Over 78% of
population use cell phones and 62% watch programmes on
television. Access to reading materials including
newspapers is also reasonably high. The Internet is mostly
used for chatting and entertainment, but text messaging is
less common than might be expected, presumably a
reflection of the literacy level of the population. There is a
demand for information on professional development as
well as for personal and social wellbeing. Some of these
demands can be fulfilled through current provisions and
some cannot be. There are clearly untapped opportunities
to use the technology devices for educational and
occupational purposes.

6. \Varieties of inequality exist across the components
addressed in this study. Inequality in literacy, skills
development and lifelong learning opportunities exists in
terms of gender, area of residence, administrative division
and sub-groups of population in various ways. Variation
from one neighbourhood to another is very high.
Furthermore, household wealth and parental education
played important role in literacy achievement and access to
skills training and lifelong learning opportunities. Although
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it is not unlikely that the well-off households would take greater

advantage of facilities, the system so far reinforced
disparities, rather than mitigate or reversing disparities.

H. Policy Recommendations

Keeping in view the SDG4 agenda and education priorities
articulated through national discourse in Bangladesh, the analyses
of the findings and the main conclusions of Education Watch 2016
study lead to the following policy recommendations.

1.

The national definition of literacy needs to be revisited with
the aim of making literacy skills the foundation of lifelong
learning as envisioned in SDG4. A national
assessment-based literacy measurement needs to be
adopted. The archaic measurement method and the
dichotomous definition of literacy are no longer useful. A
test-based literacy assessment that establishes different
skill levels should guide measurement of literacy skills and
design of literacy programmes. Likely to Labour Force
Surveys (LFS) and Household Income and Expenditure
Surveys (HIES), a separate test-based assessment of
literacy should be a regular activity of the Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistics (BBS).

Quality of school education must be improved to ensure
that early primary grades produce students with an initial
level of literacy and by the end of primary education (grade
5), they achieve a self-sustaining level of literacy and
numeracy. The quality improvement initiative has to
address the need for greater emphasis on literacy and
numeracy competencies in primary curriculum, learning
materials, teaching methods, teacher training, organising
the learning routine, and assessment of teacher and
student performance. Literacy and numeracy have to be
regarded as the tools of learning and the foundational
skills. This foundation has to be firmly laid at the primary
school stage for all children.

The low TVET participation at the secondary level must be
raised and varieties of short courses through institutions
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and informal/non-formal ways should be adequately nurtured
in order to connect them with market. The former can be
done by adding a vocational stream within existing
secondary schools and madrasas and expanding separate
vocational schools with quality of training, motivated
students, and strong link with employment market. This
should be done in line with the National Skills
Development Policy 2011. Attempts should be taken to
make this stream of education understood by the students,
teachers and parents through providing them adequate
information to mitigate misconception about it. A major
emphasis should be on relevant and flexible short courses
and formal and informal apprenticeship. Again, ways
outlined in the above mentioned policy should be followed
to organize and assure quality of short and
informal/non-formal courses engaging private bodies and
NGOs. A broad definition of skills development as a part of
human capability enhancement embracing the spectrum
of foundation skills, transferrable skills and job-specific
skills need to receive coordinated attention. These have to
be offered through formal and non-formal modes of
learning in basic and general education institutions and
occupation related training institutions and programmes.

4. The potential for expanding the scope of lifelong learning
through information and communication technologies
including cell phones, television, the print-media, and
increasingly the Internet, must be fully exploited. The
seventh target of SDG 4, an amalgam of educational
ambitions, has not been addressed so far very effectively
in our education system, and presents formidable tasks for
all seeking to promote lifelong learning. This challenge still
remains to be articulated and the strategies for action and
indicators for guiding and assessing action need to be
worked out. In a sense, target 7 is about what education is
for, whereas the other targets are more about how
education is to be delivered effectively and efficiently.
Both types of questions have to be answered from country
perspective. A network of permanent community learning
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centres that most developed OECD countries and many
developing Asian countries have established as the
institutional vehicle for lifelong learning offers a model
that should be seriously considered for Bangladesh. Youth,
the most potential group for development, should be
seriously engaged with the process with a vision of
developed Bangladesh.

5. Pervasive inequalities in literacy, skills development and
access to ICT must be removed; education and learning
opportunities should not reinforce prevailing disparities.
Sustainable development cannot be achieved while
various forms of inequality persist. Previous Education
Watch studies have documented inequalities of various
forms in school education system. Now a digital divide
threatens to add a new dimension to inequality in
knowledge, information and learning, unless remedial and
preventive measures are put in place. As general education
comes before literacy, skills development and lifelong
learning, it is important to reduce inequality also in general
education system as the former influences the latter.

Finally, the three components of SDG4 dealt with in this
Education Watch report are critical and interlinked. There is a
danger that each of these components are conceived and
designed as discrete endeavours, thus the advantages of
complementarity and drawing strength from each other lost. The
concerned authorities in Bangladesh should take the key
messages seriously and thereof the recommendations. A holistic
and integrated view must be taken of the SDG4 targets; indeed,
the connection between these and targets for other SDG goals,
where appropriate, must be considered.
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