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Introduction 
 
Campaign for Popular Education (CAMPE) is an advocacy and campaign 
network operating in Bangladesh since 1991. It started its journey in 1990 
with only 15 member organizations and individuals but gradually grown into 
a well-known, credible coalition of nearly a thousand NGOs, researchers, 
teacher groups, education rights campaigners, and individuals sharing similar 
vision & mission and working to promote SDG-4/Education 2030 in 
Bangladesh. 
 
Goal and Objectives of CAMPE 
 
The overarching goal of CAMPE is to realize equitable and inclusive educational 
provisions with quality learning outcomes achieved through an effective and 
efficient national education system. 
Objective 1: Contribute to strengthening education sector planning and policy 

implementation 

Objective 2: Ensure efficient and effective support to member organizations 

Objective 3: Ensure mutual accountability through inclusive policy dialogue and CS 

monitoring 

Objective 4: Raise collective voice for mobilizing more and better financing 

Objective 5: Collect evidence on inclusion and exclusions in education and build 

capacity to that end 

Objective 6: Strengthen partnership with regional and global forums 

Objective 7: Ensure organizational development of CAMPE 

Objective 8: Support a drive for transformational change 
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Overview 
 

During the reporting period (July 2020 to June 2021), CAMPE has implemented the 
following projects at national and sub-national levels of Bangladesh: 
 
● “Advocacy for Social Accountability(ASA),” supported by GPE through OXFAM 

IBIS; 

● “Capacity Building Focused on SDG 4.7”, supported by ASPBAE;  

● “Citizen Voice for Effective Policies to Reduce Child Mortality Causes to 

Drowning”, supported by Global Health Advocacy Incubator (GHAI); 

● “Education Watch 2020-21”, supported by UNICEF, Bangladesh; 

● “Excluded People’s Rights (EPR) in Bangladesh”, supported by ManusherJonno 

Foundation (MJF);  

● Study on “Explore challenges associated with the Metadata for Global Citizenship 

Education and ways to address those challenges”, supported by BANBEIS; 

● “Empowering Girls through Education (EGE)” supported by Save the Children 

International (SCI), Dhaka; 

● “SUNITI Project-Securing Rights of Women Domestic Workers in Bangladesh 

(SRDW)” with Support from Global Affairs Canada (GAC) through OXFAM in 

Bangladesh; 

● “Youth-led Action Research”, sponsored by ASPBAE. 
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Project Interventions (July 2020 to June 2021) 
 

Coping with Covid 19  
During the reporting period CAMPE was also affected like many other NGOs 
because of Covid 19 pandemic. It was not possible to generate long term 
funding opportunities during the year, only existing activities were continued 
by maintaining all types of health and safety measures.  
  

Besides, considering Government regulations on health safety the 
implementation modalities of the program have to be changed and 
importance was given to primarily use virtual platforms for Advocacy, 
Networking and Campaign related activities on education and skills focusing 
on learning loss and human centered recovery. CAMPE also initiated a 
number of discussions for narrowing the digital divide.  
 

Major interventions were as follows: 
 

Advocacy 
● Shikkha Songlap (Education Dialogue) 

was Initiated to discuss education-
related issues and draw the attention of 
the policy-makers; 
 
 
 

 
 

● CAMPE contributed to the Education 
Sector Plan (ESP) using SDG 4 as a 
critical reference document, which 
coincided with the 8th Five Year Plan 
(2020 - 2025) of GoB;  

 

 

 

 

● CAMPE identified key challenges and 
future actions for the right to education, including the commercialization 
trends, and also focused on key advocacy issues and their relevance to 
Bangladesh through a consultation on the “Abidjan Principles”;  
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● The local education administration in the Hill area committed to providing 
language development training 
to the teachers who are 
responsible for providing 
Multilingual Education to the 
children from ethnic 
communities; 

 
 

● Lobbied with the government, 
made submissions to the 
Ministers and published “Open 
Appeals” for increased allocation for education in the national budget and 
appealed to the concerned authorities to revisit government directives on 
additional VAT for internet use; 

 

● CAMPE developed a set of “Competency Standards” and CBT Curriculum 
on “domestic work” and submitted it to the National Skills Development 
Authority (NSDA). After persistent advocacy with National Skills 
Development Authority (NSDA) and Informal Sector Skills Industry 
Council (ISISC), it was approved by the Executive Committee of NSDA and 
uploaded on the NSDA Website. 

 

 
● A national level Sharing Meeting was organized jointly by CAMPE and 

Oxfam for exploring the opportunities and challenges for policy 
implementation to ensure rights and wellbeing of domestic workers in 
Bangladesh; 
 
 

● With support from NETZ Bangladesh, CAMPE organized a Roundtable 
Discussion title `MLE at Pre-Primary Level: 
Lessons Learnt and Way Forward’ on 28th 
December 2020 jointly with the daily ‘Samokal’.  
 
 

● 2 meetings of the MLE Forum were held during 
the reporting period, where progress of MLE 
was discussed and drawn the policymakers’ 
attention to provide online education support in 
MLE; 
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● A webinar titled `Alternative Educational Support during Covid-19’ was 
organised to share the experiences on how girl students developed their 
learning skills through using Tabs under the EGE project of CAMPE.   
 
 

● A webinar on ‘Importance of ICT in developing potential of Girl Students’ 
was organised to expand this support to the disadvantaged children across 
the country; 

 
 

● CAMPE submitted a “Memorandum” to the Hon’ble State Minister, MoPME 
for demanding the withdrawal of Primary Education Completion 
Examination (PECE), equivalent public examinations and establishment of 
the Primary Education Board. The “Memorandum” called for continuous 
scientific assessment of students without relying on memorization, guide 
books, private coaching and resorting to malpractices in the exams. The 
popular media in Bangladesh published the demands of CAMPE; 
 

● CAMPE submitted the Civil Society’s comments/suggestions on the 
proposed national curriculum framework to NCTB for consideration 
before finalisation. CAMPE has 
organized a number of 
consultations with CSOs and 
other thematic groups also 
shared salient features of the 
findings with ELCG members; 

 
 

● CAMPE worked with the 
concerned officials to better uses 
of ICT for Education and contributed to revisiting the process to revise ICT 
for Education Master plan and follow-up interventions; 
 

● CAMPE formed and organised 2 meetings of the “Consultative Forum” 
under the “Securing Rights” project 
to influence concerned policy 
makers to include domestic workers 
in the existing Labor Law and to 
review Domestic Workers 
Protection and Welfare Policy 2015; 

 

 

● The national dialogue/consultations 
on drowning prevention with the 
aim of raising awareness on the 
issue and getting commitment to 
accelerate the DPP approval by 
respective ministries and departments.  
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Campaign 
 
● CAMPE observed the “Global Action Week for Education (GAWE)” from 26 

to 30 April 2021 involving the 
different stakeholders. About 
2,000 people directly and 
more than 100,000 people 
indirectly (through print and 
electronic media) participated 
in the national and 20 sub-
national consultations; 
 

● Commemorated the “World 
Teachers Day (WTD)” on 5th 
October 2020 with the theme 
“Teachers: Leading in Crisis, Reimagining the Future”. The day provided 
the occasion to celebrate the teaching profession worldwide, take stock of 
achievements, and draw attention to the voices of teachers, who were at 
the heart of efforts to attain the global education target of “leaving no one 
behind”; 

 
 

● “International Literacy Day (ILD)” was observed at the national and 
community levels with the theme “Literacy teaching and learning in the 
COVID-19 crisis and beyond” focusing on the role of educators and 
changing pedagogies; 
 

● CAMPE observed the “World Drowning Prevention Day 2021” with other 
development partners, media, and academia organized by the Non-
Communicable Disease Control (NCDC) Programme of DGHS.  

 
 

●  As part of the observance of International Women’s Day focusing on 
Domestic Workers, CAMPE organized a Mobile Boul Sangeet (Boul Song) 
event particularly focused on “Domestic 
Workers Protection and Welfare Policy 
2015” with a view to make aware and 
motivates masses on the Issues.  
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Community Engagement 
 
● CAMPE and its partner organizations 

(PASS & SERAA) have organized 69 Maa 
Shamabesh, 47 Awareness sessions, 11 
Periodic Interactions Meeting with local 
education and health authorities, 29 
Periodic Meeting with CWG, 11 
workshops with duty bearers and 15 
Action Plan Monitoring meeting where 
5672 participants participated and 
contributed; 
 

● 17 Community Score Card Display Board were set up in Schools and 
Community Clinics in five (5) Unions of  
Panchagarh and Netrokona districts. 

 
 
 

 

Social Audit 
● Participants of the Social Audit 

workshop were committed to 
revisiting their school-based plans 
including reopening guidelines 
with instructions on how to keep 
schools clean and disinfected, 
maintain social distance, sneezing 
etiquette, washing hands, and use 
protective equipment for 
overcoming the current pandemic 
situation; 
 

● CAMPE and PASS representatives jointly conducted a social audit in 
Joloishalshiri Government Primary School with the support of the 
Community Watch Group (CWG). The audit was focused on effective use of 
the SLIP funds of GOB in primary schools.  
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Youth Engagement 
 
● The “Youth-led Action Research” enhanced the confidence of the 

participants to engage in social work and prepare them for the world of 
work. The engagement of both boys 
and girls made them feel proud and 
confident after joining this program 
as young researchers from the 
community; 
 
 

 
 
 

● CAMPE taken some capacity-
building initiatives for youths on 
SDG 4.7 and engaged with the 
Bridge 47 initiatives. Besides, 
CAMPE is assisting BANBEIS to 
identify Metadata challenges for 
Global Citizenship Education, 
which would improve the state of 
youth in education, including GCED 
and ESD; 
 
 
 
 
 

● CAMPE organized 130 Skype call sessions with a view to create 
enthusiasm and aspirations among the girl students of urban and rural 
primary schools through sharing the importance of continuing education 
at home during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
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Media Engagement 
 
● A TV talk show organized with 

Channel-i to increase awareness 
among the policymakers and the 
general public on the benefits of 
literacy to the people and the 
sustainability of literacy activities; 
 
 

 

 
 
 

● Another TV Talk show titled 
“Bangladesh Labour Law 2006 and 
Rights of Domestic Workers as 
Labour: Our Role” was jointly 
organized by CAMPE and 
Bangladesh Institute of Labour 
Studies (BILS) on 18 June 2021 on 
“Ekattor Sangoj” of Ekattor TV, as 
part of the observance of 
International Domestic Workers Day 
2021; 
 

● A “Wake-up Call” was published in two national dailies to highlight the 
significance of International Literacy Day (ILD) and to disseminate the 
message on the importance and opportunities in promoting the use of ICT 
in literacy for people's wellbeing and their socio-economic development; 

 

 
● A webinar titled “Development of Life Skills and 

Occupational Skills for Domestic Workers: Our 
Role and Expectations” was jointly organized by 
CAMPE and the daily Samokal on 12 December 
2020, as part of the observance of 16 days of 
activism; 
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●  An “Open Appeal” to the Honourable Prime Minister containing number of 
demands for protection and wellbeing of domestic 
workers was published by CAMPE in the daily 
“Samokal” on 8th March 2021 as part of 
observance of International Women’s Day.  
  

 
 

● News and views published by the media (print and 
electronic) on literacy were shared with key 
stakeholders to advocate for the importance of 
literacy, use of ICT in literacy, NFE towards SDG4 
focusing on  target 4.6 in Bangladesh; 

 
 

 

● CAMPE published an “Open Appeal” to the 
Honourable Prime Minister of Bangladesh urging 
her to protect the gains in education and prevent the 
roll-back. CAMPE demanded that the education 
budget should to rise to 20% of the National Budget 
and must ensure adequate investment to make 
online and ICT-based learning environment. 

 
Research, Documentation & Publication 
 
● The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic point to the 

need for an “Education Watch 2021 Study” to examine 
the education consequences and appropriate 
responses, both immediate and longer term. A multi-
stakeholder sharing session on the Preliminary 
Findings of the study was held on 17 January 2021.  
 
 
 
 
 

● CAMPE prepared a “Policy Brief” on 
education response to address the 
COVID-19 pandemic situation. The Brief 
suggested to ensure education financing 
in the national budget, international 
development assistance, and greater 
cooperation on debt management; 
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● Developed “Spotlight Report” and contributed to the regional process of 
advocacy around the UN General Assembly in September 2020 on the VNR 
Process and also participated in the VNR reporting process of the 
government and raised the issue of most marginalized population; 
 
 

● CAMPE has taken an initiative to document the Teacher Associations’ 
Profile to know the stories of how the teacher associations have grown in 
Bangladesh and how a member of visionary leaders contributed at 
different levels. 
 
 

Capacity Building 
● A day-long sharing workshop was organized for ensuring services to the 

domestic workers with a view to 
inform, motivate & sensitize the 
officials of the government service 
provider agencies to ensure 
necessary services to the domestic 
workers; 
 

● The representative of CAMPE 
participated in the Project Design 
and Management trainings organized by the “Education out Loud” (EoL) 
regional office. The courses helped improve confidence, capability, and 
understanding of the project cycle and understand the link between 
Planning, Monitoring, and Evaluation; 
 

● CAMPE has been promoting ICT for education and engaged in developing 
the ICT for Education Master Plan, E9 Digital Learning Roadmap, and the 
use of ICT for education. Through its platforms, CAMPE has promoted the 
grassroots level teachers and learners to share their experience of using 
ICT that could contribute to building confidence among teachers and 
learners; 

 
 

● CAMPE and development partners have organized 29 Citizen Support 
Group (Community Watch Group) orientations on primary education and 
health service governance to informed the role of CWG members and 
ensure good governance among service providers. 
 

● CAMPE contributed to drawing attention of the educators and 
policymakers to address the grassroots challenges including access to ICT 
devices, connectivity, content, teaching-learning processes, capacity 
development needs assessment of learning, etc.  
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● Two orientation sessions on EGE project and its linkages with the 
government initiatives were organized where 30 participants including 
Principals and Teachers of urban schools and colleges were present. 
 

Networking 
 

International 
CAMPE actively engaged with the regional and global process, they are-  

● APRCEM- People's Forum;  
● CONFINTEA VII South Asia sub-

regional consultation;  
● ASPBAE preparatory meeting to 

CONFINTEA consultation;  
● Regional Consultations on the 

GCM;  
● ASPBAE's preparatory meeting 

to the consultations on GCM;  
● CCNGO meetings;  
● Webinar on INEE Publication 

Launch;  
● Disability Inclusive Education in 

Asia Pacific Working Group;  

● CSO2;  
● GPE board meeting positions;  
● Youth Leadership Workshop on 

Global Citizenship Education 
(GCED);  

● Sub-Regional (South Asia) 
Consultation Meeting on the 
Global Cooperation Mechanism;  

● Education in Emergencies 
Community of Practice;  

● Regional Consultation on the 
Reform of the Global Education 
Cooperation Mechanism and 
GCE Gender Strategy; 

 
National 
● CAMPE participated in different government committees and task force 

meetings/training/capacity-building workshops to establish learning 
collaborative for strengthening civil society organizations. It has 
contributed to regular virtual meetings and involved in the Education 
Sector Plan, LEG & Education Cluster, National Actions for Drowning 
Prevention, and other State-led and CSO initiated processes; 
 

● As an active member, CAMPE participated in various programs organized 
by the “Shamajik Protirodh Committee” for advancing gender equality and 
gender justice at all levels through gender mainstreaming. “Shamajik 
Protirodh Committee” is a platform of sixty-four (64) NGOs coordinated by 
Bangladesh Mohila Parishad  (BMP) working to stop violence against 
women and promoting women’s rights; 

 
 

● Citizens’ Initiatives on CEDAW, Bangladesh (CIC-BD) is an active civil 
society platform of 57 non-government women and human rights 
organizations. As a core member of the platform, CAMPE participated in 
planning meetings for proper implementation of CEDAW in Bangladesh; 
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● CAMPE participated and contributed to popularize the concept of Global 
Citizenship Education Development (GCED) initiated by UNESCO Dhaka; 
 

● CAMPE attended meetings of the Civil Society Alliance (CSO Alliance); 
 

● CAMPE participated in regular meetings of the “Back to School Campaign” 
alliance facilitated by SAVE. 
 

Governance and Institutional Development 
 

Statutory Meetings 
● CAMPE Council (Board) met three (3) times and provided necessary 

strategic directions and guidance to the management during the reporting 
period; 
  

● 23rd Annual General Meeting (AGM) was 
organized on 27 October 2020 using a 
virtual platform. A total of 125 
members, NGOs from across the 
country have participated in the 
meeting; 

 
 

● The Financial Oversight Sub-Committee 
(FOC), appointed by the Council, met 
several times for guiding the Management in handling significant matters 
like preparation of ‘Contingency Plan’ and ‘Interim Budget,’ tax-related 
issues, etc. 

 
 

ICT Services and Support  
● The ICT management team provided required support for smooth 

functioning of the system that included server management on virtual 
platform, manage replica of all virtual servers, ICT system security, data 
security, network security and management, troubleshooting, capacity 
building & knowledge transfer along with keeping computers free from 
virus and provide support to maintain the automated accounting system 
(Sage ERP);  
 

● CAMPE's activities are now available on social media, Facebook, Twitter, 
YouTube etc. More than three thousand  people followed the Facebook 
page during the reporting period; 
 

● CAMPE live telecasted important public events through Facebook live 
stream which was linked to CAMPE website 
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Management and Strengthening of Systems 
 

Finance and Accounts 
 

The finance unit has regularly prepared reports and statements for CAMPE 
and Development partners according to the budget line item and their costs 
disclosed control over the use of assets and helped the user to evaluate the 
organization’s ability to accomplish its objectives.  Reports were prepared on 
the basis of the six (6) principles.  
 

Human Resource Development 
 

Representatives of CAMPE attended various orientations, workshops, 
training, etc. conducted by development partners and other forums as a part 
of their continuous learning process. 
 

Vacancy and Recruitment 
Six (6) new staff joined and eleven (11) left due to the closure of some 
projects during the reporting period. 
 

 

Administrative and Logistic Support 
 

The Human Resource and Administration unit of CAMPE played its 
responsibility for general day-to-day administration, personnel management 
and provided all kinds of logistic support for smooth functioning of program 
activities. 
 

Procurement 
 

During this period CAMPE procured a number of products and services like IT 
equipment including laptops, computers, printers, etc. event management like 
producing 'Open Appeal’ in the print media and a number of publications, 
books & other print materials and provided logistics support as required by 
program people of different projects within the approved budget line. 
 

Asset and Inventory Management System 
 

The Administration Department is the custodian of fixed assets of CAMPE and 
maintains a list as per category and location.  These include durable and 
reusable items such as vehicles, furniture & fixtures, office equipment, 
computers, etc. 
 

Office Management & Maintenance 
 

During the reporting period, the administration unit has maintained & 
supported programs and training facilities. It has also been monitoring utility 
and transport management, dispatch, repair & maintenance of equipment and 
office. 
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Lessons Learnt and Forward Looking Areas: 
 
● The COVID-19 pandemic has increased the demand for technology and the 

need to integrate technology effectively into teaching and learning. With 
this increased demand for use of technology and the gaps in digital skills 
identified, it is imperative to train students, teachers and parent’s 
guardians in the use and integration of technology; 
 

● Virtual meetings have been introduced by CAMPE and its partners at a 
wide scale during the pandemic. But time management has always been a 
crucial thing in the online meeting platforms.  It is often difficult for the 
moderator to manage time and get feedback from every individual as well 
as to let them be engaged in material sharing; 

 
 

● The importance of online and distance education to address learning 
continuity and trauma related setbacks during COVID-19 became the main 
discussion points at CAMPE’s Shikkha Songlap and opened up 
opportunities to identify relevant actions; 
 

● It has become critical to ensure that any consultation process is bottom-up 
and that local needs, priorities and expectations are reflected in national 
level policy discourse as identified through sub-national level 
consultations; 

 

 

● “Abidjan Principle” has been found to be a worthy resource to the 
advocacy for increased State Financing for SDG-4 implementation and in 
the lobby for appropriate regulatory frameworks for the private sector in 
education; 
 

● The “Spotlight Report” of CAMPE on SDG-4 implementation status in 
Bangladesh was found to be an opportunity to engage CSOs and policy-
makers on highlighting the main achievements and key challenges; 

 

 

● The inter-country exchanges participated by CAMPE have enhanced 
understanding and knowledge to perform better and to engage more 
efficiently with the policymakers on the COVID-19 response and education 
sector policy dialogues, among others; 
 

● The prolonged lockdown has been the most crucial challenge to implement 
programs aggravated by the shrinking space for civil society. In addition, 
there are some field-level realities affecting the learning of children 
particularly from underprivileged communities and depressed areas. 
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● The continuing challenges of decreasing ODA combined with low national 

level investment in education have made it difficult for NGOs and other 
civil society actors to address COVID induced hardships among their 
program participant;  
 

● Gender based deprivation has become acute I the form of increased drop-
out, early marriage and home based violence during the pandemic. 

 
 

● However, COVID has also opened up many opportunities like ICT based 
education and Skills Training particularly for the Youth which could be 
utilized by CAMPE and its member.  
 

-----------x------------- 




